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NORTHERN GATEWAY PEDESTRIAN AND CYCLE BRIDGE

Town, Joyce Green
1. Summary

1.1 A feasibility study has been undertaken to provide a new pedestrian and cycle 
bridge over the River Darent to link major development sites in the Northern 
Gateway area. This report sets out the work and conclusions to date, the 
anticipated next steps and asks for delegated approval to take works forward 
as and when funding becomes available.

2. RECOMMENDATIONS

2.1 That the feasibility study be noted.

2.2 That the Director of Internal Services be delegated to apply for outline and 
detailed matters planning consents, obtain quotations for detailed design and 
tenders for the works in due course.

2.3 That the Director of Internal Services be authorised to enter into negotiations 
with land owners, statutory or other bodies, and agree terms for licences or 
other legal agreements in consultation with the Head of Legal Services.

2.4 That the Director of Internal Services be authorised to pursue available 
external sources of funding, where required, to enable implementation of the 
scheme.

3. Background and Discussion

3.1. The Northern Gateway development lies to the north of Dartford 
Station and comprises a number of regeneration sites which were 
formerly industrial use. The sites are situated both to the east and west 
of the River Darent. Comprehensive development is already taking 
place including a significant number of new homes (some of which are 
built and occupied), commercial premises and supporting retail and 
community facilities. These include a new primary school; plans are 
currently progressing to ensure timely delivery. 

3.2. Dartford’s Core Strategy sets some objectives for the development 
area which include improved connections with the town centre, and 
improvements to the riverside environment and creation of footpaths. 
The Plan’s policy on Northern Gateway indicates a new river crossing 
across the Darent connecting new communities to footpaths, cycle 
ways, new facilities and open space. The Northern Gateway 
Supplementary Planning Document supports this aspiration.  

3.3. The Council’s policy approach has ensured S106 developer 
agreements being achieved on development site that can be applied to 
installation of a new bridge. A total of £521,000 has been earmarked 
and £495,000 received to date. These contributions have enabled an 
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initial feasibility study to be prepared at a cost of £79,000. If the 
scheme does not go ahead this sum is potentially at risk.

3.4. Additionally, Local Growth monies of £25,000 from the local 
sustainable transport fund has been agreed providing £25,000 for 
16/17 funding to progress the design and achieve outline planning 
consent ready for build.

3.5. Faithorn Farrell Timms LLP were appointed to undertake the feasibility 
study. Their report is deposited in the Members area for reference, but 
the main conclusion is that only one site was deemed suitable for the 
location of the structure, being set between the Weston Homes and 
Bellway Homes housing sites on the west bank of the River Darent 
(Site plan Appendix A). This site still has some challenges, particularly 
at the construction phase, but offers the only reasonable location for 
access across the river without long diversions for users.

3.6. The proposed location offers a connection to the Darent Valley Path 
and offers the shortest distance to the connecting pedestrian and cycle 
route being constructed to the south of the new commercial site, 
currently partly under construction north of the Riverside Industrial 
Estate. 

3.7. This will be also a key public access route (with the bridge in place) 
from sites to the west of the River Darent to the proposed primary 
school site earmarked at Central Road. This important connection will 
save considerable ‘on foot’ travel time and will assist in discouraging 
the use of cars taking pupils to school. 

3.8. As part of the feasibility study, there has been ongoing discussion with 
the associated west bank land owners, Environment Agency, the Port 
of London Authority and Kent County Highways on their views and 
issues associated with the delivery of the structure:

 Weston Homes are marginally affected as the new structure abuts 
their site. The design accommodates any potential overlooking 
issues (due to relative levels of the new structure and windows in 
the development).

 Bellway Homes are impacted by the structure as it lands on their 
site. After initial approaches, there have been several high level 
meetings with the Bellway management team and the company is 
supportive of the proposals. Dartford needs to implement a legal 
agreement to reserve access for construction. A permanent licence 
between Kent County Council and Bellway Homes is needed to 
ensure continued public access. These are key elements which 
need to be resolved in the short term before Bellway sell on their 
interest in the land, and prior to progressing the project to outline 
planning consent.

 Kent County Council Highways have been consulted but require 
continuous adopted access directly to the structure. Without this, it 
cannot be adopted into the highway network. From Dartford’s 
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perspective it is an absolute requirement that the structure is 
adopted by Kent County Council. Otherwise Dartford would be 
liable for ongoing maintenance for the life of the structure. Forming 
an access licence with Bellway Homes would be an acceptable 
alternative arrangement, but may involve additional capital project 
costs to upgrade footpaths etc.- further engagement with Kent 
County Council will be required to agree details.

 The Environment Agency have been initially consulted and agreed 
the free height under the bridge for flood prevention. Closer work 
will be carried out at the detailed design phase.

 The Port of London Authority have agreed the level of the bridge 
deck, lowering their initial requirements to allow a more integrated 
design overall. Without this, substantial ramps would have been 
required on both banks and would have made the scheme 
impossible to deliver.

 Further discussions are needed with the riparian owners of the east 
bank; however there is little commercial value to the site and the 
Darent Valley Path already forms a Public Right of Way; the 
proposed structure is on the river side of this path and not on any 
developable land.

3.9. The next steps are threefold: consult riparian owners on the east side 
of the river, resolve the licenses for access on the west side and to 
obtain an outline planning consent. These will give more surety for the 
delivery phase, give a basis for future funding bids and allow more 
dialogue with Kent County Council Highways about future adoption.

3.10. Should the three steps outlined above be successful, a further report 
will be presented to Members showing the final scheme and costs.

3.11. The potential cost of the construction is in the order of £1.5m, 
dependent on construction methods and ground conditions. It is 
therefore necessary to seek further external contributions.

4. Relationship to the Corporate Plan

ED 4. Ensure the delivery of timely transport infrastructure

5. Financial, legal, staffing and other implications and risk assessments

Financial Implications The project will be potentially fully funded from S106, 
CIL, Local Growth Fund - Sustainable Transport or 
other similar sources. S106 and Local Growth Fund 
have been secured to enable progress of early stages 
of the project, but there are insufficient funds to 
implement the construction phase. 

Legal Implications The Council would have to enter into legal 
agreements for construction access to the sites and 
with Kent County Council to guarantee the passing of 
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Public Sector Equality 
Duty 

Crime and Disorder duty 

maintenance responsibilities to them.

Industry standard consultancy and construction 
contracts will be used for the design and construction 
of the structure.
The structure will comply with DDA legislation. 

Will be addressed as part of the detailed design but is 
likely to include a lighting scheme. The bridge and 
western access is naturally policed by the occupants 
of the development. This is more problematical on the 
east side, but provision of lighting for the whole of the 
route would assist

Staffing Implications Continued input from the Planning Policy team to 
identify and obtain funding.
Continued input from the Policy and Corporate 
Support team in delivery of the structure

Administrative 
Implications

Formulation of agreements, licences, briefs and 
contracts

Risk Assessment Delivery of the whole project is currently high risk as 
there is uncertainty on funding and agreement with 
the various interested parties. However, this will 
reduce over time as funding becomes established and 
agreements made between the various parties. 
At this point the project is not committed beyond 
obtaining an outline planning consent at nominal cost.

6. Details of Exempt Information Category
 

Not applicable

7. Appendices

Appendix A – Site Plan
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